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Overview of the curriculum for Year 4 in the Spring Term.

	YEAR 4 SPRING TERM

	Subject
	First Half -Term
	Second Half-Term

	Literacy
	Fiction and poetry -an examination of character and setting descriptions in science fiction novels about imagined worlds. They will develop information retrieval techniques from non-fiction texts such as scanning key words and ideas.

Non-fiction - the children will examine the key features of explanations within texts and recognise the intended audience.

	Numeracy
	Place value, ordering and rounding. Understanding addition and subtraction mental calculation strategies. Addition and subtraction pencil and paper procedures. Measures – time. Mass and area. Problem solving – making decisions and checking results. Direction and angles. Properties of numbers and reasoning about numbers. Multiplication and division calculations. Fractions and decimals. Handling data.

	Science
	The pupils will compare everyday materials by looking at their properties. Solids, liquids and gases will be analysed. Dissolving, filtering and evaporating activities will be take place.
	The children will learn that all living things are born and will die. Life cycles, in general, will be investigated. There will be a focus on the structure and germination of seeds and flowering plants.

	ICT
	The aim is for the children to develop and search a branching database (FLEXITREE) using efficient criteria.

	Humanities
	This unit focuses on the local area. They will look at maps and make plans. The children will carry out fieldwork study at Whitecliff Harbourside Park. A questionnaire will be devised, which will focus on changing an environment.

	RE
	The life of Jesus and The Easter Story – this unit investigates what is known about Jesus through history and the Gospels. The children will investigate what is said about Jesus in the Gospels. The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus is also studied. Jesus as the ‘Miracle Maker’.

	Art
	During the first half of this term, the children will continue the theme of ‘Portraits’ but they will extend their work to 3D, using clay. They will learn about the works of artists such as Antony Gormley and Henry Moore.


	PE 
	African dancing.

All Year 4 swimming on Tuesdays throughout the year.
	British country dancing.

All Year 4 swimming on Tuesdays throughout the year.

	Games
	Invasion and net / wall games. Through traditional games activities the children will develop simple tactics and skills enabling them to keep possession. 

	DT
	Children will investigate moving mechanisms using paper, eg pop-ups, rotating wheels and levers. They will then use their knowledge and experience to design and make a page for a class book.

	Music
	The children will learn to recognise how sounds can be used to describe different things, events etc. They will use the Carnival of the Animals as their main stimulus but will explore other techniques composers use to create moods, pictures etc. They will compose, rehearse, perform and record a piece on their chosen animal.

	PSHE
	Living in a diverse world – a study of the world within which we live. Children will recognise the similarities and differences between themselves and peers.
	Raising self-esteem – children will continue to identify the aspects of a diverse world. Children will recognise that peers may have different interests and undertake different activities to themselves.

	French
	The children will learn key vocabulary for items of clothing, colours and classroom objects. They will learn to recognise simple question forms, understand and join in with songs, stories and poems. They will explore new sound patterns, understand and express simple likes and dislikes and understand simple negative phrases.
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